
2026 Area Small Animal Care  Written Exam (1-25) 

Copy ____ of ____ 

Instructions: Choose the best answer for each question. Mark all answers on the scantron. 
Please do not write on the test copy.  
 

1. What is the most important factor when 

selecting a pet? 

A. The animal’s color 

B. The owner’s ability to provide proper 

care 

C. The animal’s popularity 

D. The animal’s size only 

2. Organizations such as breed associations 

help by: 

A. Maintaining breed standards 

B. Educating pet owners 

C. Promoting responsible breeding 

D. All of the above 

3. Which career studies animal nutrition and 

feeding practices? 

A. Groomer 

B. Trainer 

C. Animal nutritionist 

D. Breeder 

4. Why should cages and habitats be cleaned 

regularly? 

A. To reduce odors 

B. To prevent disease 

C. To keep animals comfortable 

D. All of the above 

5. Which organization registers purebred 

dogs in the United States? 

A. American Rabbit Breeders Association 

B. American Kennel Club 

C. American Cavy Breeders Association 

D. Cat Fanciers’ Association 

6. What does grooming mainly help with? 

A. Helping animals grow faster 

B. Keeping the animal’s coat and skin 

healthy 

C. Making animals stronger 

D. Preventing animals from eating 

7. A dog wagging its tail usually indicates: 

A. Fear 

B. Aggression 

C. Happiness or excitement 

D. Illness 

8. Diseases that can spread from animals to 

humans are called: 

A. Infectious diseases 

B. Zoonotic diseases 

C. Genetic diseases 

D. Chronic diseases 

9. Which animal requires an aquarium 

habitat? 

A. Rabbit 

B. Guinea pig 

C. Fish 

D. Hamster 

10. Why should you wash your hands after 

handling animals? 

A. To calm the animals 

B. To remove odors 

C. To prevent the spread of disease 

D. To improve training 

11. Which group do rabbits belong to? 

A. Rodents 

B. Lagomorphs 

C. Reptiles 

D. Amphibians 

12. What might indicate an animal is sick? 

A. Loss of appetite 

B. Low energy 

C. Unusual behavior 

D. All of the above 

13. Clean water is important because it: 

A. Helps digestion 

B. Prevents dehydration 

C. Supports body functions 

D. All of the above 
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14. Which behavior may indicate an animal 

feels threatened? 

A. Sleeping 

B. Wagging tail 

C. Growling or hissing 

D. Eating quietly 

15. Which organization supports guinea pig 

breeders? 

A. American Cavy Breeders Association 

B. American Kennel Club 

C. Cat Fanciers’ Association 

D. American Rabbit Breeders Association 

16. Which nutrient is most important for 

helping a dog build and repair body 

tissues? 

A. Carbohydrates 

B. Protein 

C. Vitamins 

D. Water 

17. Which piece of equipment helps keep fish 

tank water clean? 

A. Filter 

B. Food bowl 

C. Water bottle 

D. Cage 

18. Which of the following is a basic need of 

all animals? 

A. Food 

B. Shelter 

C. Water 

D. All of the above 

19. Rabbits need which type of food for good 

digestive health? 

A. Hay or roughage 

B. Only fruit 

C. Only grain 

D. Only vegetables 

 

 

 

20. Which animal is known for excellent 

climbing and balance? 

A. Cat 

B. Dog 

C. Rabbit 

D. Guinea pig 

21. Why is exercise important for pets? 

A. Maintains health and prevents obesity 

B. Makes animals taller 

C. Improves eyesight 

D. Makes animals quieter 

22. What does enrichment provide for 

animals? 

A. Mental stimulation 

B. Less food 

C. Faster growth 

D. Longer sleep 

23. A person who breeds animals to improve 

traits is called a: 

A. Trainer 

B. Breeder 

C. Groomer 

D. Veterinarian 

24. Why should you approach unfamiliar 

animals calmly? 

A. To avoid frightening them 

B. To make them run 

C. To train them faster 

D. To make them eat 

25. Which career focuses on maintaining an 

animal’s coat and appearance? 

A. Pet groomer 

B. Veterinarian 

C. Animal nutritionist 

D. Animal scientist 


